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Graham Bible Church 

www.grahambible.org 
info@grahambible.org
940.521.0600 

OFFICE HOURS:
Mon. 2 - 5 p.m. 
Tues. - Thur. 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

newsletter 

fall 2009

questions? GET INVOLVED!
The purpose of  Graham Bible Church is to equip 

believers to “know Christ and make Him known.”  There 

are many opportunities for you and your family to get 

involved with our church, as well as what we are doing in 

the surrounding community.  Within these next few 

pages, you will find ways to grow in your faith, encourage 

fellow believers, and make Christ known to others.
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 SUNDAYS AT GRAHAM BIBLE

PRESSING INTO PRAYER | 8 - 9 a.m. | Main Sanctuary

Jesus said in John 15:5, “I am the vine, you are the branches; if  a man abides in me and I in Him, he will bear much fruit, but apart from me, 
you can do nothing.” At GBC we deeply believe that if  we draw near to our Lord in prayer that He will produce much fruit in us 
and through us. We also believe that if  we neglect to cling to Him in prayer, we will wither into spiritual ruin. The prayer 
meeting has been moved to 8 a.m. on Sunday mornings so that leadership can attend and also so that it will not compete with 
other classes we offer. Please begin the Lord’s Day with us in a time of  prayer.

CHILDREN’S DISCIPLESHIP HOUR (Sunday School) | 9 - 10 a.m. | Fellowship Area

Throughout the Scriptures, God calls parents to “train their children up in the discipline and instruction of  the Lord.”  This means that 
parents have the primary responsibility of  raising their children. At GBC we want to equip parents to do this, but we also 
recognize that the church also has the honor and responsibility of  teaching the next generation. In light of  this, we have an 
age-based discipleship program designed to help children understand what it means to live for the glory of  God. These classes 
are for children ages 2 to 5th grade. Please bring your children to these classes so they can learn even more what it means to 
walk with their Creator. See the “Children’s Ministry” section on page six for more details.

FAMILY DISCIPLESHIP HOUR | 9 - 10 a.m. | Classrooms and Main Sanctuary | classes begin September 13

 FOUNDATIONS,  Garrett Kell  
 This seven-week class is the first step toward membership, but also is a great way to learn more about what GBC believes. 

In this class we cover our views on God, the Bible, Sin, Salvation, the Church, and what is expected of  members of  a 
church. If  you have not gone through this class, we highly recommend it as a starting point for your time at GBC. 

  

 ADULT BIBLE STUDY,  Dr. Cawley & Harold Stinson 
 This class has been studying the prophet Ezekiel for several months and is open to anyone who would like join them in 

the verse-by-verse journey through this challenging book. 
  

 FAMILY DISCIPLESHIP,  Kyle & Misty Schiff  
 This 11-week class will help to equip and encourage Christian parents to raise their children in a society that is 

predominately anti-family and anti-Christian. This study is based on Deuteronomy 6, a place where God calls His people 
to love their families by teaching them about their Creator. Regardless of  your stage of  life, this class promises to help you 
and your family learn how to do family devotions, think with a Christian worldview, and glorify Christ. 

  

 DOCTRINES CLASS, Bob Antle 
 This class will continue its study of  important doctrines of  the Christian faith. Bob will help you to understand what the 

Scriptures teach about who God is, who man is, what salvation is, and how God gets all the glory from it. Important 
concepts like God’s glory, total depravity, predestination, repentance, justification, and more are covered in this class. 
Though these ideas sound weighty, they are important for all believers to study and Bob’s style helps even the beginner to 
grasp the concepts. 

calendar of events
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 CHURCH-WIDE FELLOWSHIP EVENTS

FELLOWSHIP LUNCHES  | after the service | GBC | Sundays:  September 13th, October 18th, and November 22nd

COMMUNITY BLOCK PARTIES| location TBA | Saturday, October 31st (see “Community Involvement” section) 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE | 6 - 7 p.m. | GBC | Thursday, December 24th

 WEEKLY FAMILY GROUPS

Family Groups are focused on developing fellowship with one another and deepening our love for Christ. Groups have a time 
of  prayer, fellowship, and study. This semester all Family Groups will be studying the book, Don’t Waste Your Life by John 
Piper. This book challenges believers to realize that we only have one life to live for Christ and that we should dedicate it all to 
His glory.

SUNDAYS | 6 p.m. | Host: Fred & Pam Gough | 549.7484 | 700 Rosser Ranch Rd. 

TUESDAYS | 6:45 p.m. | Host: Garrett & Carrie Kell  | 549.0117 | Lot 167 Lake Graham

WEDNESDAYS | 6:30 p.m. | Host: Ignite Youth Group (Kyle Schiff) | 456.2583 | GBC (see “Ignite” section for details)

THURSDAYS | 6:45 p.m. | Host: Dean & Marcia Hufstedler /Chris & Rebekah Disch | 549.7053 | 1320 Morningside

“The book of  Hebrews is one of  my all-time favorite books of  the 

Bible. In its pages God has clearly shown us what it means to truly 

worship Him. The book of  Hebrews calls us to persevere in the face of  

persecution, glorify Christ as God's supreme gift, and to walk by faith in 
the midst of  it all. I sense that our Lord has led us to study this section 

of  the Scriptures at this point in our history to drive us into deeper 

devotion to Jesus as we press on toward maturity in Him.  Please take 

the time to study this wonderful book in your personal times or family 

devotions in order to get the most out of  our journey together this fall.”       
– Pastor G.

the Supremacy of  Christ: the Book of  Hebrews
FALL SERMON SERIES:

To begin this series we will 
be having a special Sunday 

morning session on September 
6th, 9 - 10 a.m. to discuss the 

background of the book and 
how to get the most out of our 
study together. 
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 WEEKLY BIBLE STUDIES	

MEN’S EVENING BIBLE STUDY 
Mondays at 7 p.m. | Host: Stinson Family | 549.1940 | 1309 Circle Dr.

Monday night men’s bible study is a good time of  fellowship, learning, and growing together as brothers in Christ. We begin 
with a home cooked meal, a time of  prayer, a study in the Scriptures, and then some men stick around to watch Monday Night 
Football. We will be studying the Book of  1 Kings in September. New men are always welcome to the study.

MEN’S MORNING BIBLE STUDY 
Wednesdays at 6 a.m. | Host: Stinson Family | 549.1940 | 1309 Circle Dr.

The “early risers” study is another good time of  fellowship, learning, and growing together as brothers in Christ. The fellas 
begin with a light breakfast, pray for each other, and study the Scriptures together. The men will continue studying the book of 
Romans in the Fall.

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
Mondays at 7 p.m.| Host: Kell Family | 549.0117 | Lot 167 at Lake Graham

Monday night women’s bible study provides the ladies of  GBC an opportunity to come together in prayer, fellowship, and 
studying the Scriptures. The ladies will continue to study the book of  Ephesians in the Fall as they pursue being women after 
God’s own heart.  

 MEMBERS’ MEETINGS
DATES: September 6th and January 3rd at 6 p.m. | Hosted at GBC
At Graham Bible Church, the elders are entrusted with the spiritual oversight of  its members. This does not however mean 
that the members should be in the dark on what is happening at GBC. In order to help keep the lines of  communication as 
open as possible, we have a Members’ Meeting at the end of  each semester. At these meetings the elders and members talk 
about what God has been doing in our midst, what things are going well, and what areas need improvement. If  you have 
completed the Foundations Class, please plan to attend these important meetings so we can openly encourage each other to 
walk ever closer to the Lord. If  you have any questions about whether or not you are a member, please contact us at the church at 521.0600 
or info@grahambible.org. 

 CHURCH-WIDE PRAYER AND FASTING
THURSDAYS: September 24th, October 22nd, and November 19th, December 17th
Since the beginning of  the year, the staff  has met on one Thursday of  each month for a time of  focused prayer and fasting. 
This has been a great blessing for us, and now we want to invite you to join us. On one Thursday of  each month, we will open 
the church from 6 a.m. - 2 p.m. for people to come and join us in prayer. You can come before work, during your lunch hour, 
or if  you feel led to take a vacation day and join us for the whole time, we would love to have you. Fasting with us is not a 
requirement but is encouraged if  you are able. The heart behind this monthly time of  devotion is to draw near to our Lord in 
an intentional, sincere, and fully focused way. If  you have any questions about the day of  fasting, please contact one of  the 
staff. (Contact information listed on page eight.)

mailto:info@grahambible.org
mailto:info@grahambible.org
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 COMMUNITY BLOCK PARTIES
On Saturday, October 31st, the families of  GBC are throwing block parties in several neighborhoods in Graham. Rather than 
doing a Fall Festival on the church grounds, we have decided to help families reach those God has placed around them by 
organizing a fun afternoon right where they live. If  you would like help with putting one of  these on in your neighborhood, contact Garrett 
at 549.0117 for more information.

  

 NURSING HOME MINISTRY
On the fourth Sunday of  each month, GBC hosts a worship service for the residents of  Graham Oaks Care Center beginning 
at 3 p.m. We have a time of  prayer, singing, and a short devotional sermon. Just having people come to sit and talk with them 
is a huge blessing for these residents. God calls us to care for the elderly and says in James 1:28 that “pure religion in the sight of  
our God and Father is to visit orphans and widows in their distress.”  This is one way to bless many who have been forgotten by our 
society. In the Fall, we will be having services on these Sundays: September 27th, October 25th, November 22nd, and 
December 27th. For more information please contact Garrett at 549.0117.

  

 JAIL HOUSE MINISTRY
At 2 p.m. every other Sunday, GBC hosts a service for the inmates of  the Young County Jail. This ministry provides a unique 
opportunity to serve many people who are desperate to make changes in their lives. For more information, please contact Mark 
Nesbitt at 521.2506 or Reagan Kelley at 521.2523.

 CLOTHES CLOSET / FOOD PANTRY
On the fourth Thursday of  each month GBC serves at the Clothes Closet located at 601 Indiana Dr. in Graham.  There are 
two shifts that run on that day from 10 a.m. to noon and 1 - 3 p.m.  The Clothes Closet / Food Pantry is dedicated to helping 
those less fortunate get the bare essentials their families’ needs for the month. If  you are willing to help serve those who are struggling 
in our community, please contact Carrie Kell at 549.0117 or Paula Edwards at 549.7448.

co!un"y involvement
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The great need children have is to know and cherish the infinite value of  God.  Therefore, we want children to become so 
acquainted with the Word of  God that they treasure Him alone as The One who saves and satisfies the heart. Here at GBC, 
we use the Children Desiring God curriculum. The goal of  the curriculum is to fuel spiritual desire in children by exalting the 
greatness and worth of  God and His glorious work through Christ.

NURSERY | 6 mo. – 3 yrs.| 10:30 a.m. - noon

At GBC, we provide a nursery as a ministry to parents who are training their children to sit with them during the 
worship service. During our time with the children, we do not simply babysit them, rather we view the nursery as 
a launching pad for nurturing the faith of  the next generation. A Sure Foundation: A Philosophy & Curriculum 
for Ministry to Infants & Toddlers is designed to help our ministry to infants and toddlers be an integral 

beginning — a place of  prayer where young children hear foundational Bible stories, learn simple truth statements, and begin 
to memorize scripture verses.  At GBC we believe that the nursery is an opportunity to impart God’s truth to the youngest 
children among us.  We pray that through the nursery a firm foundation will be laid for who God is, what He has done, and 
what He is doing in history.

CHILDREN’S DISCIPLESHIP HOUR (Sunday School)

We have been commanded to acquaint the next generation with both the acts and the words of  God. When we blend our 
own hearts of  faith and affection for God with the powerful stories of  our great God of  the Old Testament, and the 
testimony of  the character and acts of  Jesus, the Word of  God will go forth with power and conviction. Little children can 
see and know the greatness of  God. By showing children the heart of  God through Old and New Testament stories, we have 
the privilege of  being part of  God’s work in their hearts to set their hope in Him (Psalm 78:5-7).

PRE-K THROUGH KINDERGARTEN

He Has Spoken by His Son: New Testament Stories for Young Children

Theme: The New Testament beautifully unfolds the wonder and power of  Jesus Christ. This curriculum 
explores the greatness of  God in Christ by noting key themes found chronologically throughout the New 
Testament. 

1ST - 5TH GRADES

How Majestic is Your Name: A Study for Children on the Names and Character of  God

Theme: The names of  God are wonderful revelations of  His majestic character. This study presents the Hebrew 
names of  God in the Old Testament and the names of  Christ and the Holy Spirit in the New Testament. Each 
lesson encourages children to see and rejoice in the goodness and greatness of  God as they explore the meaning 
of  His glorious names. 

childre nÕs ministry
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At GBC, our understanding of  youth ministry is a little bit different than many other churches. Often times the strategy of  a 
church is to segregate the youth from the rest of  the congregation in order to reach them in a way that caters directly to their 
season of  life. Believe it or not, these types of  youth groups only began in the 1950s and were never part of  the first 1900 years 
of  the church's history. We certainly believe the church has a responsibility to reach every member of  our congregation in a way 
that they can understand, but we don't believe we should compromise important God-ordained structures to do so.
 
The family is the primary place we should learn about God (Deuteronomy 6:1-23, Psalm 78, Ephesians 6:4). God has called 
fathers and mothers to teach their children who He is, what He requires of  them, and what He promises to those who follow 
Him. In light of  all this, at Ignite, we do not seek to segregate youth from families, but rather, we seek to incorporate family 
worship into the heart of  what we do.
 
On Wednesday nights and during other "youth events" parents are not only allowed to come, but they are encouraged to do so. 
We desire to provide an atmosphere where parents and youth come together to hear the same messages, ask questions in the same 
place, and seek God with a unified heart. Our youth ministry does not seek to replace the parents, but rather to reinforce the 
truths they are teaching at home. We certainly understand this type of  youth ministry may be new to you, but we encourage you 
to contact us and set up a meeting to learn more about how we believe the Lord has led us to reach the next generation.

FALL CALENDAR

INFORMATIONAL MEETING
SEPTEMBER 9th | 6:45 - 8 p.m.

Parents and students, join us as we discuss what GBC has planned for students and their families this Fall.  We will be serving 
dinner, so please sign up at the back of  the sanctuary or contact Kyle Schiff.
 

IGNITE START DATE
SEPTEMBER 16th | 6:45 - 8 p.m.

Join us Wednesday evenings this Fall as we walk through the book, Don't Waste Your Life by John Piper. We welcome not 
only students, but parents and youth workers as well, to study, as a church, what it means to make our lives count for Christ.
 

PAINTBALL RETREAT
SEPTEMBER 18th - 19th

You do not want to miss out on this year’s youth and family retreat. GBC will head off  to DFW Adventure Park once again to 
destroy each other with paintballs in the name of  love. Sign-ups are in the back of  the sanctuary, and more information will be 
coming soon. 

 For more information about Ignite Student Ministries, please contact Kyle Schiff  at kyle@grahambible.org

Ignite  student ministries

mailto:kyle@grahambible.org
mailto:kyle@grahambible.org
mailto:kyle@grahambible.org
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Garrett Kell, Pastor & Elder 

garrett@grahambible.org

Dean Hufstedler | Elder 

dean@grahambible.org

Will Lunsford | Elder

will@grahambible.org

Kory Scheriger | Deacon of Facilities

kory@grahambible.org

Harold Stinson | Deacon of Fellowship

harold@grahambible.org

Kyle Schiff | Youth & Missions Pastor 

kyle@grahambible.org

Chris Disch | Music & Administrative Pastor 

chris@grahambible.org 

Reagan Kelley | Family & ChildrenÕs Pastor

reagan@grahambible.org 

staff, elders
& deaconsWHY WE  SING

serve missions:KENYA
In September, Dustin Moore, one of  our own, will be traveling to Mombasa, Kenya to serve the Lord 
alongside Dennis & Allison Omondi, Ben Warren, and their team. We will be supporting him financially 
as part of  our effort to engage in the Lord’s work in Kenya. Dustin will be teaching and discipling men, as 
well as evangelizing and reaching out to the local communities.

To keep up with Dustin, you can read his blog: http://timekeepsonslippin.blogspot.com.
To find out more information on what is happening in Kenya, visit www.serve-intl.com.

I have enjoyed leading our church family in many great hymns for 
the past few months, following in the tradition of  the church in 
generations past. I appreciate the old hymns and the care given to 
each line, as each phrase is purposeful and says something of  our 
God and His greatness. Though we will not exclusively be singing 
hymns going forward, we will continue to do a mixture of  both 
hymns and choruses. 

As a music pastor, my desire is for us to understand the importance 
of  our music. We don’t sing together in church for the sake of  
being entertained or to fill time, or even because that’s what the 
church has always done. We sing together because the Lord 
deserves our worship and because it is a time for us to respond 
corporately to the things that God has already done, what He is 
doing in our midst, and what He has promised for the future. 

Each month I will choose a song that reflects the things that we are 
learning about together as a community. We will place a special 
emphasis on this song and sing it every week for that month. The 
more we hear songs, lyrics, or anything else for that matter, the more 
those things tend to stick with us. The goal of  emphasizing a 
particular song each month is that it becomes familiar to us, and 
when it comes to mind, we remember why we know it and the truths 
that lie therein.  My commitment is to lead with songs that are 
theologically sound and representative of  who God has revealed 
Himself  to be, with the hope that these songs will become 
meaningful to us.  May we worship Him in spirit and in truth.

- Chris

a message from our music pastor
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